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Ms. Marlene H Dortch

Secretary

Federal Commumeations Commaission
Room TW-B204

445 Twelfth Street, S W

Washington, D C. 20554

Re: Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compatibility
with Enhanced 911 Calling Systems
CC Docket No. 94-102
Ex Parte Communication

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to Section 1 1206(b) of the Commission's rules, I am writing on
behalf of Mercedes-Benz USA, LL.C (“MBUSA™ and ATX Technologies, Inc. (‘ATX") to
notify you of a meeting held at the Commission on October 14, 2003 to discuss 1ssues
raised 1n the above-referenced proceeding.! Commission staff who participated in the
meetings include John Muleta, Chief of the Commission’s Wireless Bureau; Cathy Seidel,
Deputy Chief of the Commission’s Wireless Bureau; Jared Carlson, Deputy Chief of the
Wireless Bureau’s Policy Division; David Siehl, Attorney Advisor, the Wireless Bureau's
Policy Division and Greg Guice, Attorney Advisor, the Wireless Bureau’s Policy Division.
The non-Commission participants in the meeting include Daniel Selke, MBUSA; Sascha
Simon, MBUSA: Geoffrey Smith, MBUSA; John Logan, Counsel to ATX, and the
undersigned of Hogan & Hartson L L.P.
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' See Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compatibility with Enhanced 911
Emcrgency Calling Systems, CC Docket No. 94-102, Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, FCC 02-326 |grel. Dec. 20, 2002) (“Further Notice”).
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In the meeting, the representatives of MBUSA and ATX urged the
Commission to quickly establish that “call center-based” telematics services (i.e., those
telematies services that rely on call centers and that do not allow users to communicate
directly with others via the PSTN) should not be subject to the Commission's ES11 rules,
based on the four-pronged test the Commission put forward in the Further Notice
regarding possible expansion of the coverage of 1ts E911 rules,? and discussed the
comments and reply comments submitted by MBUSA and ATX 1n response to the
Further Notice In addition, John Logan distributed the attached letter, dated July 10,
2003, from Vincent R. Stile, President of the Association of Public-Safety
Commumnications Officials [nternational, Inc., to the Honorable James M. Inhofe,
Chan'man, U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Commaittee.

An original and one copy of this letter are submitted for inclusion 1n the
proceeding record

Respectfully submatted,

An Q. Fitzgera
Counsel for Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

ce: Mr. John Muleta
Ms. Cathy Seidel
Mr Jared Carlson
Mr. David Siehl
Mr. Greg Guice

-MBUSA and ATX noted that: (1) Tele Aid, the telematics service offered by MBUSA 1n
partnership with ATX, 1s not an interconnected service that permits subscribers to
communicate with all other users on the PSTN: (2) Tele Aid subscribers do not have a
reasonable expectation of access to 911/E911 services; (3) Tele Aid does not compete
against traditional CMRS and (4) 1t 1s not currently operationally feasible for Tele Aid to
support E911
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The Honorable James M Inhofe, Chairman
Senate Environment and Public Wotks Committee
453 RSOB

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Inhofe:

[ am writing to express APCO’s concern with proposed Janguage in the “TEA-3" legislation
regarding “emergency care and trauma call centers.”

APCO is the nation’s oldest and largest public safety communications organization. Most
of its over 16,000 members are state or local government employees who manage and
operale communications systems, mcluding Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs), for
police, fire, EMS and other public safety agencies. APCO has been a vigorous advocate of
ES-i-1 and other procedures to ephance the rapid collection and dissemination of
emergency response commuanications

We understand that draft language in the proposed legislation would require that any
emergency care and trauma call center that “receives and processes calls relating to an
automatic crash noification (ACN) event shall be immediately capable of routing the
calls via the 9-1-1 network to the public safety answering point (PSAP) serving the location
of the vehicle involved in the emergency ”

Our concern is that this or simlar language could be conslrued as a federal requirement that
there be a direct connecition of ACN information to PSAPs. APCO believes that such a
federal requirement is neither necessary nor appropriate at this time. Rather, the public
safety commumity and the telematics industty need to proceed collaboratively and
voluntarily to develop appropriate standards and procedures for the pathering and
dissernination of ACN and other information from tefematics call centers 1o public safety
communications centers  Congress and the FCC should allow the public safety community
and the telematics industry to proceed along those lines, rather than imposing a national
solution that could be ineffective or, worse, counterproductive. For example, mandatory
direct connection of ACN wnformation to PSAPs at this stage could impose dangerous
strains on PSAP infrastructure, equipment, personnel, and resources, which are already
stretched thin mn many mstances by wireless E9-1-1 deptoyment and local government
budget cuts

Please contact me should you or other members of your Committee require sdditional
informatioi at this time

Sincerely,

Yoncesr+£ it

Vincent R. Stile, President

cc- All Committee Members



